
Hartsville/Trousdale County Metropolitan Government

Education Oversight Committee

Meeting Minutes for March 3, 2020
Members Present:  Stephen Chambers, Jerry Ford, Richard Harsh, Dwight Jewell, Landon Gulley, 
Grace Thomas, Johnny Kerr 

Others Present:  Clint Satterfield, Chris Gregory 

1. Approval of the Minutes
a. Motion to approve the minutes of the February 4, 2020 meeting made by 

Richard Harsh, seconded by Jerry Ford
b. Motion carried

2. Chairman Jewell opened the meeting and stated that this meeting was called for the 
purpose of updating the committee on progress with the middle school roof project and 
to discuss the budget for 2020-21.  Mr. Satterfield stated that Brian Peirce of Cope 
Architect had been in contact with Mr. Satterfield on Tuesday March 4, 2020. Brian had 
been planning to attend this meeting, but was with friends and family mourning the loss 
of close friends during the early morning’s severe weather. In the email, Brian stated the 
renderings for the project had been sent to the state fire marshall’s office for approval 
and that further progress of the project is contingent upon the state fire marshall’s 
stamp of approval. Mr. Satterfield stated that Brian has requested the project dates be 
moved back one week due to the possible time the fire marshall will take to approve the 
project.  Cope Architecture provided a suggested schedule outline of the project: 

a. Documents complete March 4
b. Submit to state fire marshall’s office for “No Review Letter” March 5
c. Submit to Local Building Department for approval March 5 
d. Advertise project for Bid April 5
e. Mandatory on-site pre-bid for the project April 14
f. Receive bids for project April 23

Mr. Satterfield then stated this would have the board of education handing the bid over 
to the commission on Friday, April 24 with the regular commission meeting on the 
following Monday night.  Chairman Jewell expressed that there is a likelihood that the 
fire marshall’s office would not require as much time as allotted to send the “No 
Review” letter which would allow one extra week for the commission to review the 
documents.
Chairman Jewell and Commissioner Ford both expressed concern with the timeline for 
beginning the project due to time needed to get the materials together for the project 
once a bid is awarded. 



3. New Business 
a. Chairman Jewell then addressed a conversation he and Mr. Kerr had this 

previous week concerning the recent passing of the county’s budget statute.  
Jewell stated that under the budget statute, the school’s budget is to be 
delivered by May 1st each year.  Mayor Chambers added that the county’s 
adopted budget statute is the same as that of the one the school board currently 
adheres to. Mayor Chambers also added that all other county budget proposals 
under the budget statute are due April 1st.

b. Mr. Satterfield stated that during the water board’s meeting he attended this 
past week, a discussion over raises for employees was discussed.  Tommy 
McFarland, superintendent of the water department, asked for a 3% across the 
board raise to match inflation.  Mr. Satterfield then stated that Mayor Chambers 
input that the rate of inflation for the past year had been 2.5% not 3%. The 
water board then agreed to include a 2.5% raise across the department.  Mr. 
Satterfield brought this to the education committee’s awareness to state that if 
the commission was willing to include cost of living adjustments in the upcoming 
budgets for county employees, he would like this committee to consider asking 
for the non-certified employees of the school to receive an equal raise.  
Commissioner Ford then stated that under the agreement Mr. Satterfield had 
made with the commission for the middle school roof funding that the school 
would not be asking for any increase from the county towards the school budget 
for this upcoming year. Mr. Kerr added that the non-certified employees are not 
part of the BEP funding and are equal to other county employees.  After some 
heated discussion between commissioner Ford and Mr. Satterfield on the topic 
of Mr. Satterfield breaking his agreement with the commission in terms of not 
asking for raises this year, Chairman Jewell stopped the discussion and 
summarized that Mr. Satterfield was asking for the committee to consider the 
option and asked Mr. Satterfield to compile data on the cost of this raise. 

c. Mr. Satterfield then brought to the committee’s awareness the school board’s 
passing of the memorandum of understanding which deals with SROs in the 
building at all times. Mr. Satterfield stated that the school has petitioned the 
Sheriff to provide in the Sheriff’s upcoming budget for overtime to cover SROs 
when these individuals are out of the building for sickness, leave, or training.  
Currently when SROs are absent, the Sheriff’s department does not fill the 
vacancy with a substitute officer. 

d. Chairman Jewell discussed some of the education bills pending litigation in this 
year’s house: 

i. Vouchers 
ii.School psychiatrist, nurses, mental health professionals 
iii. Truth in teacher pay act 

e. Motion to adjourn by Jerry Ford




